
COMPONENTS OF A MASTERS THESIS

Research is a process which involves a lot of thinking, planning and writing. It is advisable to think about topics that
interest you at the beginning of your program .

Below are some suggested steps for writing the first chapter or Introduction. An excellent thesis distinguishes
itself by defending â€” and at the same time criticising â€” the choices made. If not, why not? The main
objective is to give the reader a good idea of what the thesis is about. Include one double-spaced line between
the heading and the first entry. The summary should be completed towards the end; when you are able to
overview your project as a whole. If you are working independently, you are also free to modify it as you go
along. What needs to be improved? Subheadings and what they mean: Background â€” What is the context of
this problem? Table of Contents lists all major divisions and subdivisions marked by numbers and indicates
which page they are on the titles and subtitles of sections should appear in a style and size consistent with their
position in the hierarchy see style manuals for help in selecting your system numbering hierarchy: 1, 1. How
does your opening paragraph shed light on what is to follow? If not, you have probably come up with a theme
or field, not a question. The second part is the Body. Which options became available through your chosen
approach? When the figure returns in the final section, it will have taken on a new and richer meaning through
the insights you have encountered, created in the process of writing. In both approaches, the main research
question is the basis for the hypotheses and objectives of the research. The discussion will consist of
argumentation. It should give insights not achievable by ordinary, everyday reflections. A thesis submitted to
the faculty at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Science in the School of Dentistry Endodontics. Any of the pages must be prepared
following these guidelines: Do not place a heading on the dedication page. No signatures, signature lines, or
page numbers should be included on the title page. In order to obtain enough support from your advisor and
your thesis committee members, you have to show that you have done your work well; therefore, you need to
be prepared before a proposal meeting. The main purpose of using theory is to analyse and interpret your data.
Observe to what extent these different openings inspire you, and choose the approach most appropriate to your
topic. If you find out at this stage that your thesis has not tackled an issue that you raised in the introduction,
you should go back to the introduction and delete the reference to that issue. Show the reader what you have
done in your study, and explain why. How much time and space should you devote to the theory chapter? You
can also focus on a specific text, thinker or problem. This section is the least bound by convention. When
writing the remaining chapters of the thesis, the Limitation of the Study should be included in Chapter 3 as
part of the Methodology.


