
ESSAY RUBRIC THESIS STATEMENT

Rubric Tool - Use this tool to set up a grading criteria for assignments. Overall Thesis Statement, The overall statement
is clear and concise. The reader knows exactly what the essay will be about and how the writer will write about it.

All sources are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format on the Works Cited page. Most
sentences are complete, accurate and clear; there is an occasional use of "you" in the essay, indicating a lack of
revision or control. The statement describes the reader's statement and opinion. Introductory Paragraph
Introduction is interesting and clearly states the subject of the essay and the purpose. The statement does not
give information about what will be discussed or the author's opinion on the subject. Some sources are
relevant and reliable. No suggestions for change or opinions are included. It states the author's opinion and
position on the issue. Topic Sentences Topic sentences introduce main details in essay that support the thesis
statement. Needing Improvement No transitional words were used; the essay was choppy. Three or more main
points, but all lack development. Words are used incorrectly or cliche words are used throughout the whole
statement. Refutation paragraph acknowledges the opposing view, but doesn't summarize points. Some
awkward sentences do appear. Many unclear or incomplete sentences. Introductory paragraph contains some
background information and states the problem, but does not explain using details. Thesis does not clearly
outline what to expect in the paper. Work contains structural weaknesses and grammatical errors. The sentence
follows the mechanics of English with no mistakes. The statement is hard to understand as a result of grammar
errors. The author's choice of words are somewhat effective; over-used words and cliches are dominant. The
thesis is entirely too long or too short and takes more than two sentences to compose. The problem is stated,
but lacks detail. Refutation paragraph acknowledges the opposing view, and summarizes their main points.
Conclusion summarizes main topics. Conclusion summarizes main topics, but is repetitive. Less than three
main points, with poor development of ideas. Word choice is mostly effective. The author's idea is not stated
at all. The writer uses some informal language and slang. Sources are not relevant nor reliable. Needing
Improvement The conclusion did not relate back to the thesis statement; the writer went off focus from the
main subject and purpose of the essay. The statement contains one error in grammar or mechanics. Some
unclear or confused sentences; the writer shifts person throughout the essay or uses "you" and "I" frequently.
Concluding Paragraph Exceeding Standards The conclusion clearly summarized and restated the thesis
sentence; the supporting ideas were also summarized; the essay ended by finalizing the content of what the
writer wished to say. Needing Improvement There were few topic sentences; the topic sentences for the
supporting paragraphs did not relate back to the the main detail that was discussed in the paragraph.


