
HOW CAN I WRITE A SUMMARY LESSON

Teach your students to write a summary using the Somebody-Wanted-But-So- Then frame for analyzing a story.

Have partnerships share out and record student answers on the board. You may also provide them with
additional examples of word summaries. Beginning: Have ELs turn and talk to a partner about the important
information from the text, using English or L1. Instruct groups to work together, first re-reading the story and
then writing a summary. Give groups about five minutes each for their stories. Intermediate: Provide a copy of
the graphic organizer for students. If they finish too soon, have them add more details as they remember.
Summarizing Longer Texts more than ten pages Outline the text. A summary must be coherent: It should
make sense as a piece of writing in its own right; it should not merely be taken directly from your list of notes
or sound like a disjointed collection of points. Hold up a novel, or have students take out their own novels if
they have them on hand. Next watch 'How to Write a Summary' with students. Introduce the concept of a
summary to the class. Tell students that today they are going to learn how to write a simple summary. Give
some non-examples to establish how not to write a summary. Write a sentence or two to describe the main
idea. These qualities are explained below: A summary must be comprehensive: You should isolate all the
important points in the original passage and note them down in a list. To summarize is to condense a text to its
main points and to do so in your own words. Tighten the paragraph. Many students make the mistake of
confusing summary with analysis. Break it down into its major sectionsâ€”groups of paragraphs focused on a
common topicâ€”and list the main supporting points for each section. Circulate and offer support as needed.


