
AN ANALYSIS OF THE SHORT POEM KEEPING THINGS WHOLE BY MARK

STRAND

The poem Keeping Things Whole deals with two separate things; part and whole. It illustrates the fact that parts are
essential to make the unifying nature of.

Analysis of the poem. The poet desires for wholeness against the usual fragmentation that goes on in life in
this poem. It would seem that the emotions expressed are those of the bullied and ostracised child. For me, the
first stanza does not evoke alienation or fear at all. No one can live anyone else's experience or understand it
fully. The poet parts the air forward but it becomes whole behind him. Whenever the speaker moves, the air
responds to this by going where he no longer is. This poem is special in this way, where the narrator is
exhibiting a self-determination worth commenting on, where his power is the ability to exist in another place
away from his initial location but would not be possible without the help of the environment. Your opinion
will not. In exploring the meaning of his existence, he determined that his reason for living was to keep
moving so that people's lives were only temporarily interrupted. He argues that we all have reasons for
moving. The only way to keep the field unbroken and whole is to keep moving. Strand accepts this. He thinks
he divides the air when he walks. He does not want anything to be broken or fragmented. His stanzas are
concluded when he wants more attention placed on his current idea. He feels that he is fragmenting, disturbing
and damaging the natural wholeness that is why air moves to fill the spaces occupied by his body while he
walks. Where he writes, "In a field I am the absence of field. And keeping things whole is good enough. They
are forcefully mingled with each other like the magnetic force to equalize the natural beauty and environment.
The air is described as such to have a pathetic fallacy, and seems to have been appointed a pastoral sort of
duty, existing in the space where the narrator has left and navigated their being away from. It says much, in a
very few words. Strand's technique of splitting up his sentences helps emphasize certain phrases and ideas. We
see field, air, etc. He thinks that when he is in a field, he breaks the field because he takes up space in it. He
worked on numerous contracts, including one for Pepsi-Cola. For this, our continuous effort is very necessary.
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