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New language and features are discussed and identified in the text through text marking. This can involve
selection of an extract or extracts of a text for teaching purposes. Key developmental shifts which occur in the
linguistic control of writing from the early years of primary school to adolescence are detailed in the work of
Christie and Derewianka and Macken-Horarik, Love, Sandiford and Unsworth  In this way, the children can
start to co-construct a toolkit for this genre or text type so that they can form a concrete structure of the text in
their minds. We use these to orally re-tell the story. The self-selected nature of the intervention schools, the
non-random nature of the comparison and the small number of schools involved limit the conclusions that can
be drawn. This allows the children to magpie new vocabulary and practice using the features and think about
the key ingredients that help to build the text. By this point, the pattern of the text will be internalised, they
will have gained new language and sentence types and will be well prepared to thoroughly have a go.
Grammar is the system of patterns and structures, a set of resources used to organise words into sentences that
make meanings in texts. Teachers were very positive about the programme and embedded some features in
their classroom practice. The evaluation used a mixture of quantitative and qualitative methods to examine the
promise and feasibility of the programme and its readiness for a full trial. As teachers work with model or
mentor texts, a common language for talking about language, or metalanguage, can be developed. A typical
Talk 4 Writing unit then begins with a range of activities based around the new unit, warming them up to the
tune of the text. The evaluators conducted a literature review of the supporting evidence for the Talk for
Writing approach. Finally, they can assess whether they have achieved their targets, used the new features and
improved their understanding and writing. Some children will choose to stick quite closely to the original text,
thinking of a new way of innovating independently, whilst others are now given the freedom to write in the
given genre or text type, but using their creativity and initiative. They can also now see how the reviewing and
editing process is carried out by a writer. This research emphasises how grammar can be seen as a tool to
understand how text works, and how this knowledge can support developing writers. An impact evaluation
was carried out. Mixed The majority of heads and teachers reported a positive impact on pupil attitudes,
progress and attainment. Limitations of the study The programme was in development throughout the period
of the evaluation, so this evaluation was not able to test a fully-developed version. This allows for clear links
to be made between the texts that students read, the texts that they compose and the ways in which they talk
about the texts they read and compose.


