
WRITING A LEGAL BRIEF

Get insights on writing a legal brief from one of our experts. Being precise and efficient is a big part of making sure that
you legal brief is up to standards.

It will allow you to mark off the different sections such as facts, procedural history, or conclusions , thus
allowing you to clear your mind of thoughts and providing an invaluable resource when briefing and
reviewing. The relevant issue or issues, and corresponding conclusions, are the ones for which the court made
a final decision and which are binding. Although blue is a beautiful color, it tends to darken and hide the text.
If annotating and highlighting are so effective, why brief? A statement of the relevant law, with quotation
marks or underlining to draw attention to the key words or phrases that are in dispute. You may even want to
write this section first to help focus your thoughts. Legal research, analysis, and writing 5th ed. The only way
to accurately proofread is to review the final draft in paper form, line by line, word for word. When you read
your first few cases, you may think that everything that the judge said was relevant to his ultimate conclusion.
How to write a legal brief Article How to write a legal brief Nick Borger National Client Representative Every
standard legal brief has a few basic elements: An Introduction that articulates the party's claim and introduces
the party's theory of the case and the procedural history of the case. It makes cases, especially the more
complicated ones, easy to digest, review and use to extract information. If you do this, however, you will
exhaust your other colors much faster than yellow and this will require that you purchase an entire set of new
highlighters when a single color runs out because colors such as green are not sold separately. What rationale
is important to include in a brief? An effective way to reduce this time is to annotate the margins of the
casebook. Paul, Minn. Board of Education involved the applicability of a provision of the 14th Amendment to
the U. Get to it. What should you highlight? Then ask, How does this case relate to other cases in the same
general area of law? New York: Foundation Press. If you forget the story, you will not remember how the law
in the case was applied. G37 ] Hames, J. Highlighting Why highlight? You should also include the facts that
are dispositive to the decision in the case. Bad example: That heading is absolute garbage. Annotating Cases
Many of you probably already read with a pencil or pen, but if you do not, now is the time to get in the habit.
Follow what works. Use Headings and Subheadings The court is pressed for time, and it needs an opportunity
to move through your legal brief as quickly and efficiently as possible. Facts of the Case A good student brief
will include a summary of the pertinent facts and legal points raised in the case. If instead you choose to use
yellow on a more frequently highlighted section such as the Analysis, when it comes time to replace your
yellow marker, you will need only to replace your yellow highlighter individually. Without annotations, you
will likely have difficulty locating the information you seek even in the short cases. How might it have been
better decided? Personally, I feel that is an unfortunate practice, but I have heard that it does happen on
occasion. In some briefs, we might put the holding. In the personal experience on one of the authors, the
sections of cases that seemed to demand the most highlighter attention were the Facts and the Analysis, while
the Issues and Holdings demanded the least. An Argument section that sets forth your arguments of law. To
the extent that more elements will help with organization and use of the brief, include them. Who will read
your brief? Note that it is a legal question. The remainder of this section will discuss these different techniques
and show how they complement and enhance the briefing process. Be sure to distinguish the issues from the
arguments made by the parties.


