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believes that the opportunity has come "to introduce a new system" in Italy. A new The Prince and the cold and realistic
analysis of political forces which forms the modern national state.4 This conception of Machiavelli could seem plausible
Italian nationalism advocated in the last chapter of The Prince could really be.

Becoming a prince by the selection of one's fellow citizens Chapter 9 [ edit ] A "civil principality" is one in
which a citizen comes to power "not through crime or other intolerable violence", but by the support of his
fellow citizens. Moreover, from to , he witnessed the brutal reality of the state-building methods of Cesare
Borgia â€” and his father, Pope Alexander VI , who were then engaged in the process of trying to bring a large
part of Central Italy under their possession. Paul Rahe argues for a similar set of influences, but with an
intellectual substance and significance different than Pocock. I live entirely through them. Xenophon is also an
exception in this regard. It was not finished until , mainly because he interrupted his work on Discourses to
write The Prince. Although a bad reputation should be avoided, it is sometimes necessary to have one.
Bartholomew's Day massacre. That a community has different components whose interests must be balanced
in any good regime is an idea with classical precedents, but Machiavelli's particularly extreme presentation is
seen as a critical step towards the later political ideas of both a division of powers or checks and balances ,
ideas which lay behind the US constitution , as well as many other modern state constitutions. In any case
Machiavelli presented himself at various times as someone reminding Italians of the old virtues of the Romans
and Greeks, and other times as someone promoting a completely new approach to politics. Empiricism and
realism versus idealism Machiavelli is sometimes seen as the prototype of a modern empirical scientist,
building generalizations from experience and historical facts, and emphasizing the uselessness of theorizing
with the imagination. The next year, at the age of twenty-nine, Machiavelli entered the Florentine government
as head of the Second Chancery and secretary to the Council of Ten for War. If the prince does not have the
first type of intelligence, he should at the very least have the second type. The French regime, because it seeks
security above all else for the people as well as for their rulers , cannot permit what Machiavelli takes to be a
primary means of promoting liberty. Citing the formula vox populi, vox dei, Machiavelli insists that public
opinion is remarkably accurate in its prognosticationsâ€¦. Machiavelli desperately wanted to return to politics.
Another striking feature of The Prince is that it is far less theoretical than the literature on political theory that
preceded it. Machiavelli's praise for the role of the people in securing the republic is supported by his
confidence in the generally illuminating effects of public speech upon the citizen body. And of course, power
alone cannot obligate one, inasmuch as obligation assumes that one cannot meaningfully do otherwise. The
Prince made the word Machiavellian a byword for deceit, despotism, and political manipulation. Scipio's men,
on the other hand, were known for their mutiny and dissension, due to Scipio's "excessive mercy" â€” which
was, however, a source of glory because he lived in a republic. Thus rulers were counseled that if they wanted
to succeedâ€”that is, if they desired a long and peaceful reign and aimed to pass their office down to their
offspringâ€”they must be sure to behave in accordance with conventional standards of ethical goodness.
Borgia was a cunning, cruel, and vicious politician, and many people despised him. This continues a
controversial theme throughout the book.


